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On Being a Delightful Church
By Pastor Brad

Mark your Calendar

David declared in Psalm 133:1 “how good and pleasant it is when brothers
live together in unity!” As part of his routine, comedian Emo Philips speaks
about a conversation he had with a new acquaintance. “Are you Protestant
or Catholic?” The new acquaintance replied, “Protestant.”
“Me too! What franchise?” He answered, “Baptist.” “Me too!” Emo said.
“Northern Baptist or Southern Baptist?” “Northern Baptist.” “Me too!” Emo
shouted. They continued back and forth. Finally Emo asked, “Northern
Conservative fundamentalist Baptist, Great Lakes Region, Council of 1879
or Northern Conservative fundamentalist Baptist, Great Lakes Region,
Council of 1912?” He replied, “Northern Conservative fundamentalist
Baptist, Great Lakes Region, Council of 1912.”

• Jan 14th- Youth
Relaunch
• Jan 22nd - Men’s
Event
• Jan 23rd - Women’s
Afternoon Tea Party
• January 30th – AGM

“Die heretic!” shouted Emo.
Some Christians have the reputation of being disagreeable or divisive over some of the seemingly most
trivial or insignificant things. What things might these be? Even as I give my sample list I am sure to
provoke disagreement. But I think some of the insignificant things we break unity over are
denominations, peripheral doctrines, Bible versions, old hymns versus contemporary songs, life-style
issues such as how you dress for church or whether coffee is allowed in the sanctuary, Communion
elements, and ethnic and cultural diversity. Many “differences” lead to conflict and damage the pleasant
experience of unity. But they shouldn’t. In fact, differences should be a great incentive to understanding
one another, loving one another, accepting one another, appreciating one another, and becoming known
as a delightful church that believes the declaration of David and further, that wants to be an answer to
Jesus’ prayer.

Jesus prayed these words for his disciples, and for all who would follow after them: “My prayer is not for
them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message, that all of them may be one,
Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you
have sent me. I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one: I in them
and you in me. May they be brought to complete unity to let the world know that you sent me and have
loved them even as you have loved me” (John 17:20-23).
In a delightful church people are committed to love and unity even where there are differences. In a
delightful church differences do not divide. In a delightful church people agree to disagree agreeably. In a
delightful church Jesus’ prayer for unity is answered. In a delightful church is found a good and pleasant
place to be.
A delightful church is a very attractive church. A delightful church gives evidence that the Father has
sent his Son into the world. I hope that you will contribute to the delightfulness of LWCC. Next month
I want to speak about being a dynamic church. The following month I will speak about being a
dangerous church. But first, let’s make sure we are meeting and ministering together, as an answer to
Jesus’ prayer, in pleasant, delightful unity. Let each one of us be an answer to Jesus’ prayer by doing all
we can to protect, exhibit, and promote unity.
On another note, the LWCC Lead Team recently spent time together reflecting on ministry in 2021 and
we began making plans for 2022. We have scheduled a variety of events for the next year, coordinating
the dates in a way that we hope will be manageable for most of the church family. Our goal is to make
sure that when we do ministry together we are not overcommitted or overwhelmed, but that we enjoy
a reasonable and balanced lifestyle. In 2022 there will be all-church parties for things such as
Philippines Independence Day and Christmas; special events for men, women, youth, children, and
Home Care Groups; annual gatherings such as Family Camp; and special seminars and meetings
focussed on things such as church membership, leadership enrichment, and prayer.
As part of our Lead Team planning we also brainstormed some goals for the next 3 – 5 years. Ideas
included such things as having Short-Term Mission trips, developing a discipleship training course and
an LWCC Bible Training Centre, recording a worship album, starting an ESL program, having more
events to connect with our community that will lead to numerical church growth, and developing the
vision and plans for having our own church facility. Some of these goals are especially big and faithexpanding, and we need your help. Please pray that God would give us wisdom and help us to decide
what goals would be His highest priorities for us. Also speak to me if any goal particularly resonates
with you and you’d be willing to help us research and plan on how to move forward and accomplish
the goal. Your input and assistance is highly valued.

Ministry Update!
Children’s Ministry
Kassie Munyampara has stepped down as the team lead for
the Children’s Ministry and Janelle Cruz stepped up to take
on the role! Congratulations Janelle, we can’t wait to see
how God uses you through the Children’s Ministry
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