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What’s Happening This Month
Weekly Ministry
Men’s Table Tennis Tournament
Starts at 2:30pm on November 13, 2021 at the Fellowship Hall
Contact Joel M. for more info!
Youth Event
November 29th, 2021.
Curious? Contact Pastor Austin for more info
Women’s Event
November 28th, 2021 after church service between 3-4:30pm
Want to be part of it? Contact Aileen C. for more info.








Home Care Groups – Contact
Don S. to be part of a HCG or
check out our website for more
info
Friday Youth Night – At 7pm in
the Fellowship Hall
Friday Children’s Club – From
5:30-6:30pm at the Fellowship
Hall
Women’s Zumba – After Service
at the Fellowship Hall

Hallelujah Night!
Thank you to all the volunteers for making the night a success! Kids and Adults were full of smiles and full of chocolate!

Ministry Spotlight!
Youth and Young Adult’s Ministry
LWCC would like to introduce you to our Youth and Young lead team, Pastor Austin Ballesteros
What is your official title at church?
Youth and Young Adult pastor

What do you like to do in your free time?
Spend time with family and friends

What is your favourite food?
Steaks of all kinds

What is your favourite color?
Red

What is your favourite bible verse and why?
John 14:15, I think it describes the nature of faith in
Christ perfectly

What challenge do you have in your ministry?
No challenges currently, thank God!

What would you like to see in your ministry?
Our youth to grow a spirit of evangelism and identity in Christ

The youth ministry of LWCC is a community young adult leaders and high
school age youth that challenge, encourage and build each other up for life
in faith in Jesus Christ.
The young adults ministry is a weekly bible study gathering wherein we
pray, examine the Word of God and encourage one another.

Pastor’s Corner
God’s Greatness Magnified in Pain
by Pastor Brad
There is a silly children’s joke that astutely exposes the heart’s desire of
most people. Question: “What goes ha, ha, ha, plop?” Answer: “Someone
laughing their head off.” The heart’s desire of most people is to live out their
lives with no experiences other than laughter, fun, games, and good times.
They wish to avoid pain and disappointment. They wish for immunity to
sickness, sadness, and sorrow. Thus the popularity of the worldly slogan “he
who dies with the most toys wins.” Or the roar “let the good times roll.” But
the desire, or search, or prayer for an easier, comfortable, pain-free life is
tragic.
Five-year-old Katelyn is fearless. She is fearless because she can feel no
pain. How often have you and I wished we could live a life free of pain? Or
how often have we prayed that a family member could be delivered from
pain – the physical pain of cancer, or the emotional pain of grief, or the
spiritual pain of loneliness? We might conclude that freedom from all pain
is best, but such a reality would be tragic.
At the lunch table Katelyn must have ice in her bowl of chili because, even
though her lunch is scalding hot, she'll gulp it down anyway. Katelyn has
chewed through her tongue while eating. She has torn the flesh off her
finger after putting the finger into her mouth along with some food. Katelyn
is among a tiny number of people in the world known to have “congenital
insensitivity to pain with anhidrosis,” or CIPA, which is a rare genetic
disorder that makes her unable to feel pain. Family photos reveal a series of
self-inflicted injuries. One picture shows Katelyn in a fancy dress, hair
neatly done up, with a swollen lip, missing teeth, puffy eye, and athletic tape
wrapped around her hands to protect them. As someone observed about this
smiling girl, “she looked like a little boxer who had won a prize fight.”
Has being pain-free served Katelyn well? Unfortunately many of us believe
we’d be so much better off journeying through life happy-go-lucky and pain
free. But no! Such a journey would be tragic. Pain serves a purpose. In the
life of Katelyn pain would serve to warn that something is wrong, or that
something needs to be fixed. The pain-free life of Katelyn is more curse
than blessing. For us too an entirely pain-free life is more curse than
blessing.
What good can there be in pain and suffering? As counterintuitive as it may
first seem, one of the greatest goods of pain is that it helps to highlight and
magnify the greatness of God. Without pain, God’s greatness is diminished.
You need only think about Adam and Eve to realize how true this is. Their
lives were pain-free. Their lives were rich. Their lives were happy-golucky. Their lives were perfect. And in that experience Adam and Eve
decided that God wasn’t such a big deal after all, that they didn’t really need
him as Lord in their lives, so they listened to the serpent, turned their backs
on God, and sinned.
Think of the rich man and the camel that Jesus once spoke of. Jesus said it
was easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man
to enter heaven. Why? Because when life goes better than expected, when
you are on a roll and have the really good life and have pretty much all the
toys you want, and when you don’t need to encounter suffering or deal with
pain, you start to ignore God and his greatness.

More than maybe we realize, the Bible often looks favorably upon pain and
suffering. Blessed are those who mourn. Blessed are those who are
persecuted. Blessed are those who are reviled.
Rejoice when you suffer. We may view our own pain and suffering as a
curse instead of a blessing, and in so doing we will most likely respond with
bitterness and hardness of heart. We will get angry at ourselves. How could
I have been so stupid? What if I only had done this, or not done that? We
will get angry at the world. This world is not fair. The health care system
has failed. Where was the help when I needed it? We will get angry at God.
I believed in you so why haven’t you protected me or answered my prayers?
Why did you let this happen to me? Bad things aren’t supposed to happen to
good people.
Now, instead of bemoaning or trying to avoid all pain and suffering, what if
we decided to view pain and suffering as more often than not a blessing
instead of a curse? I think if we would take a different attitude and approach
towards our pain and suffering we would be able to respond, not with
hardness of heart but with humbleness of heart, and we would improve our
understanding about and approach towards God. To be humble of heart is to
take on the attitude of the beggar child. We’d say that I am not God, but God
is God alone. I desperately need God. I am nothing without God. I have
nothing apart from God. I must come to God and rely upon him as a beggar
comes to his street corner and relies upon the handouts of compassionate
passersby’s.
My encounters with pain, suffering, disappointment, or failure, could and
should remind me of how insufficient I am without God who is great and
indescribably compassionate. My pain is meant to drive me into his loving
arms, the arms of Abba Father, and that is a most profound blessing. If no
pain, why God? But with pain and suffering I am thrust toward God. Where
there is pain, there too is God. God is able to display once again his
greatness to me and through me. If I ignore God, if I neglect God, if I don’t
need God because of the “good life,” because of infrequent encounters with
pain and suffering, then God’s greatness is diminished.
God wants to display his greatness, both to us and through us. His greatness
can be displayed to us and through us as we experience his miraculous
healing, whether physical or emotional. His greatness can be displayed to us
and through us as we valiantly persevere with his help during times of trial
without healing, and do so with grace. His greatness can be displayed to us
and through us as we faithfully live with hope and trust, peace and patience.
His greatness can be displayed to us and through us as we weep, and yet still
rejoice because of his inexplicable comforting, fatherly presence. His
greatness can be displayed to us and through us as we bow before his silent
presence and are reminded of and reassured by his promises of everlasting
love and faithfulness.
The question we need to wrestle with is this: do I want a comfortable,
perfect, pain-free life that risks diminishing the greatness of God and reduces
my sense of dependence upon him, or do I want a life sometimes marked by
pain and suffering so that I will more readily embrace and experience his
greatness?
When the disciples asked Jesus in John 9 why a certain man had been blind
since birth, why the man had to journey through life suffering, Jesus
responded that it was so that “the work of God might displayed in his life.”
Jesus was saying that the man’s blindness was not to be viewed as a curse,
but as a marvelous opportunity for a display of the greatness of God.
Continued on next page…

When the disciples asked Jesus in John 9 why a certain man had been blind since birth, why the man had to journey through life suffering, Jesus
responded that it was so that “the work of God might displayed in his life.” Jesus was saying that the man’s blindness was not to be viewed as a
curse, but as a marvelous opportunity for a display of the greatness of God.
If you take a piece of wood, even a very valuable piece of wood like ebony, and leave it untouched, it is only a stick. But take a blade and begin
to cut and carve, scrape here and there, inflict wound upon wound, then the stick can become a flute, or a fine carving, an object of beauty to make
music or delight the visual senses. A person humbled through pain, through cuts and wounds, who falls and maybe only barely crawls into the
arms of Abba Father, becomes a person in whom and through whom the greatness and beauty of God can be revealed. This is what I want far
more than a life that is pain-free.

