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Farewell Letter 
From Pastor Gilbert 
To my beloved Church, 

 
In view of my departure as your pastor, I would like first of all, to thank our Lord 

and all of you for your partnership in the ministry that the Lord has given us at Living 
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Church Events 
• Feb 6th -Official Meeting 

with the Board of Elders 
Word Christian Church. I thank the Lord for the past 18 years in leading us and graciously 
providing us His guidance and good people in building His Kingdom here in Willoughby. 

I can’t help not to be mindful of the Apostle Paul’s farewell words to the Ephesian 
elders in Acts 20. He was with them doing the ministry that God had called him, and now 
being guided by the Spirit (v22) to leave for Jerusalem. Though my leaving will be not for 
another church ministry, but for a radical trust and life change both for me and Luz. God 
has been faithful to all of us right from the beginning, and will continue to direct and lead 
you into the bright future of Living Word. God has placed a great foundation and He is 
challenging you to press on for greater work in His Kingdom. 

We thank the Lord for the Pastoral Search Committee who had done a great job 
bringing us up to this point. I trust that the Lord will continue to give LWCC fruitful 
ministry under the leadership of your next pastor, Pastor Brad and Rhoda Crossley. 

and Pastor Brad 

• Feb 13th – Official 

Meeting with the Lead 

Team and Pastor Brad 

• Prayer nights, every 

Wednesday at 7pm 

Ephesus was like a place the Apostle Paul could call home, like LWCC for us. In Acts 20:32, when it was time for Paul to 
bid farewell to the Ephesian elders, he commended them to God and to the Word of His grace, “And now I commend you to God 
and to the word of his grace, which is able to build you up and to give you the inheritance among all those who are sanctified.” 

As I was preparing my last sermon last week, I was reminded of what Luz have told me. How humbling it is for God to 
speak through my wife so wisely. She said, “God can take better care of the people and will take the Church to the next level 
than you can.” Essentially she was saying I am expendable….and that’s very true. 

I am now commending you to God like Paul, that God will protect you, provide, and prosper you….that God will bring 
people to salvation in the power of the Holy Spirit and the Word of God that changes lives. Therefore, I entrust you to His Living 
Word, challenging you to be united and serving together in Christ. 

May the Lord bless you and keep you. The LORD make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you. The LORD turn his 
face toward you and give you peace. 

 
Your former Pastor and friend, 
Gilbert Garcia Barlit 
P.S. From the bottom of our hearts, thank you very much for the love gift and the plaque. 



Our Youths meet every Friday! 
Message Pastor Austin for more details. 

  Ministry Corner  
 

Shalom Group’s Lesson Series 
Led by Don Soriano 

Loving God is 
Knowing God 
How Theology is linked to the fulfillment of the 
Greatest and First Commandment? 

Evangelism Ministry 
Led by Elmer Cruz 

 
We Will Not Be Ashamed to 
Proclaim the True Gospel! 

“For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the 
power of God for salvation to everyone who 
believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.” 
Romans 1:16 

What is Theology? 
What is the difference between 
Theology and Religion? 
What are the various major 
kinds of Theology? 
Do we really need Theology? 
What should be the ultimate 
objective and result of 
Theology? 

 
Knowing the answers to these 
questions should lead us 
towards engaging ourselves in 
it. 

“Hear, O Israel: The 
LORD our God, the 

LORD is one. You shall 
love the LORD your God 
with all your heart and 
with all your soul and 
with all your might.” 

Deuteronomy 6:4-5 

 
“The power to proclaim the greatest news in heaven 

or on earth was not given to the angels. It was given 
to redeemed men . . . Every Christian is to be a 
witness; every follower of Christ is to preach the 
Gospel.” ― Billy Graham 

 
Let’s begin by answering this question: 
1.What is the Gospel? 
In Romans 1:1, Paul used the phrase “the gospel of 
God” (also in Mark 1:14) which means it originated 
from God. The word “Gospel” is used 60 times in 

Deuteronomy 6:4-9, known as the Shema (Hebrew for 
“hear”), has become the Jewish confession of faith, 
recited twice daily (every morning and evening), by the 
faithful Jews, and encapsulates the idea of total 
devotion to God. All Israelites (i.e., the people of God) 
in their total being are to love the Lord; “this is the 
great and first commandment”, Jesus teaches in all 
three synoptic gospels (Matthew 22:37-38, Mark 
12:29-30, Luke 10:27). First in the list of all that was 
essential for the Jew was unreserved, wholehearted 
commitment expressed in love to God being 
demonstrated in obedience to God’s law in daily life. 

 

Read more on our website! 
 

KID’S MINISTRY 
Sunday School is still online via ZOOM until further notice. 
Link will be posted on our FB Group. 
Message Kassie for more details. 

 
We are reading walking together through the book of Exodus! 

this Romans epistle. 
The Greek word for the Gospel means “good news” 
as in Mark 1:1 which says – “The beginning of the 
gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God”. 
A. The gospel is the good news about the life, death 
and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
1 Corinthians 15:1- 4 

 
Read more on our website! 

 
 
 

YOUTH MINISTRY 
 
 



Pastor’s Corner 
What is Most Important? 

Sun Tzu, the ancient Chinese general and strategist in the 
late sixth-century BC, wrote in his book The Art of War 
that “every battle is won or lost before it is fought.” In this 
statement he was stressing the importance of preparation. 
As we enter a new era in the life of LWCC it is good to 
review or affirm what is or should be most important to us 
so that we will be prepared to win many battles for the 
Kingdom of God. I will briefly share some of my thoughts 
on what is most important to me, and I invite you to 
consider whether they are important to you also. What I 
list below as being most important to me is not listed in 
order of priority or significance, but as a “package” deal. 
Some of the most important things to me are: 

 
1. Truth in beliefs. As Paul exhorted, “continue in 

what you have learned and have firmly believed, 
knowing from whom you learned it and how from 
childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred 
writings, which are able to make you wise for 
salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All Scripture 
is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, 
for reproof, for correction, and for training in 
righteousnses, that the man of God may be complete, e 
quipped for every good work. I charge you in the 
presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge 
the living and the dead, and by his appearing nad his 
kingdom: preach the word; be ready in season and out 
of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with complete 
patience and teaching. For the time is coming when 
people will not endure sound teaching, but having 
itching ears they will accumulate for themselves 
teachers to suit their own passions, and will turn away 
from listening to the truth and wander off into 
myths” (2 Timothy 3.14 –4.4). Peopel may believe in 
something passionately, but that passion does not 
make it true. We must rely upon the Scriptures to 
learn what is true and worthy of our belief and 
passion. 

2. Love in relationships. Read slowly and carefully 
the great love chapter,I Corinthians 13,especially 
verses 1-3. In these verses Paul makes three very 
stark conclusions if you do not love others. He  
says you produce nothing even if you are 
eloquent;  as a person you are nothing even 
though you    have knowledge and power; and you 
profit nothing even in martyrdom. The character 
and behavior of a Christian must always be full of 
love. 

3. Serving in outreach. The second greatest 
commandment (Matthew 22.39) is to love others. 
This love is not a feeling but a deliberate act of 
serving or caring for others. One of, if not the most 
effective evangelism program that draws people to 
saving faith in Jesus is Christians serving their 
neighbors. 

Paul says in Romans 15.1- 2 “we who are strong have an 
obligation to bear with the failings of the weak, and not to 
please ourselves. Let each of us please his neighbor for his 
good, to build him up.” And Jesus said “If you love those 
who love you, what benefit is that to you? For even sinners 
love those who love them. And if you do good to those who 
do good to you, what benefit is that to you? For even sinners 
do the same. And if you lend to those from whom you expect 
to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to 
sinners, to get back the same amount. But love your enemies, 
and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return, and your 
reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High, 
for he is kind to the ungrateful and the evil. Be merciful, 
even as your Father is merciful” (Luke 6.32-36). 

4. Excellence in ministry. Following the example of Jesus at 
the wedding in Cana and the first miracle he ever performed 
we should do our best to provide the best (John 2). And like 
Paul (Philippians 3.12-14), even though we have not yet 
“arrived,” we should keep pressing forward, growing, 
improving, striving for excellence. Our God deserves the very 
best that we can give, and though it may not be perfect, if we 
give our best we will receive not just a reward in eternity (I 
Corinthians 3.10-15) but more significantly his 
commendation of “well done my good and faithful servant” 
(Matthew 25.21). 

5. Worship in daily life. The Westminster Catechism states that 
the “chief end of man is to glorify God and enjoy him 
forever.” The point being made is founded upon many 
scriptures that declare God is to be worshipped daily. 
Worship is not a “Sunday-only” practice. It is to be a daily 
habit or a continuous lifestyle. “But as for me, I will sing 
about your power. Each morning I will sing with joy about 
your unfailing love. For you have been my refuge, a place of 
safety when I am in distress. O my Strength, to you I sing 
praises, for you, O God, are my refuge, the God who shows 
me unfailing love” (Psalm 59.16-17 NLT). Please know that 
God desires our worship, deserves our worship, demands our 
worship, and delights in our worship 

6. Gratitude in all things. “Rejoice always, pray without 
ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of 
God in Christ Jesus for you” (1 Thessalonians 5.16-18). 
Notice that Paul does not say to give thanks “for” all 
circumstances. Some circumstances are simply awful or even 
evil. But we can give thanks “in” all circumstances because of 
our relationship with a God who is good all the time. I have 
noticed throughout my life that people who are critical, or 
negative, or pessimistic, or complainers, or divisive, or ornery, 
or trouble-makers are usually people who have never 
developed the attitude of gratitude. No matter how 
undesirable the circumstances, Christians are supposed to 
count their blessings, and when they do they experience joy, 
contentment and peace. 

 

These are some of the most important things to me. 
There are others, but of these I’ve listed, what are most 
important to you? Is the Spirit of God highlighting an 
area where you need to improve? Ask him for his help 
today. 
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